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Ch. 21 Activities on Civil War

Activity One
Video

1. By the 1800s, the country was deeply divided. Describe the fears that Southerners and Northerners
faced. How did the country’s expansion west threaten to upset the delicate balance of power between
slave and free states?

2. Lincoin described the United States as a “house divided.” Discuss what he meant by this and how the
country was at odds over the economic base of the South and the principles of the nation.

3. Why do you think President -elect Lincoln felt so strongly about preserving the Union? Conversely,
why might Southerners have believed that secession was justified?

Questions from the Map
1. Look at the map of the Union’s “Grand Strategy” and answer the following questions:

o What role did the Union Navy play in this strategy?

o What was the purpose of the Union campaign along the Mississippi?

o Why did the Union plan to begin by exerting pressure on Tennessee?
2. What was the Union strategy in the East? As you look at the positions of the Northern forces, why do
you think the Union strategy was nicknamed the "Anaconda" strategy?
3. If you had been given an opportunity to develop this strategy, what changes or additions
would you make and why?
4. Imagine you are a Confederate General asked by President Jefferson Davis to develop a Southern
strategy to combat McClellan’s. What advice could you give the Confederate leadership in developing a
battle strategy of its own?
5. Based on what you’ve researched and know about the Civil War, which particular aspect
of the Union strategy do you feel was the most effective in ending the war? Which was the least?
Explain your reasoning.

Activity Two
Questions from the video:

1. How did the Emancipation Proclamation change the nature of the war for former slaves

and free African-Americans? ,

2. Describe how battle changed the opinions of white Union soldiers towards African-American soldiers.
3. As you listen to the narration of the assault on Battery Wagner, take note of when you see signs of
quality for African-Americans and where signs of prejudice are apparent.

July 18, 1863: Robert Gould Shaw's final letter to his wife Annie

Robert Gould Shaw began this letter to his wife on July 15, 1863, just after the 54th Massachusetts had
fought its first engagement against Confederate troops on James Island. Shaw continued to work on the
letter over the following days as the 54th drew nearer and nearer to the fortification known as Battery
Wagner to the Confederates and Fort Wagner to the Union troops on Morris Island.




James’ Island, S.C.
July 15,1863

My Dearest Annie,

Your letters of June 3d, 14th, and 28th, and July 3d, 4th, and 5th, came to-day, and I felt horridly ashamed
of myself for having blamed you for not taking care to post your letters. Do excuse it. It will show you
how much T value your dear letters.

You don’t know what a fortunate day this has been for me and for us all, excepting some poor fellows
who were killed and wounded. We have at last fought alongside of white troops. Two hundred of my men
on picket this morning were attacked by five regiments of infantry, some cavalry, and a battery of
artillery. The Tenth Connecticut (of Stevenson’s Brigade) were on their left, and say they should have had
a bad time, if the Fifty-fourth men had not stood so well. The whole Division was under arms in fifteen
minutes, and after coming up close in front of us, the enemy, finding us so strong, fell back. The other
regiments lost in all, three men wounded. We lost seven killed, twenty-one wounded, six missing,
supposed killed, and nine unaccounted for. These last are probably killed or captured. All these belonged
to the four companies which were on picket. The main body, excepting artillery, was not engaged at all.

All this is very gratifying to us personally, and a fine thing for the coloured troops. It is the first time they
have been associated with white soldiers, this side of the Mississippi. To make my happiness and
satisfaction complete, the afternoon brought your and Mother’s letters. . . .

I have just come in from the front with my regiment, where we were sent as soon as the Rebels retired.
This shows that the events of the morning did not destroy the General’s confidence in us.

We found some of our wounded, who say the Rebels treated them kindly. Other men report that some
prisoners were shot. It is very common for frightened men to tell fearful stories of what they have seen;
the first report comes from the wounded men themselves; the second from the stragglers. . . .

Good bye, darling, for the night. I know this letter will give you pleasure, because what we have done to-
day wipes out the remembrance of the Darien affair, which you could not but grieve over, though we were
innocent participators. You will have some satisfaction in telling it to your father, your Uncle Charles,

and Aunt Fanny, to all of whom please give my sincere regards. Whenever you see your grandfather and
grandmother, do not forget to give them my respects. To our Mamma, and Clem. I needn’t say I send my
warmest love. I got my horse, India-rubber tube, and some clean clothes to-day.

Cole’s Island (opposite Folly Island)
July 17th, 4 P.M.

James Island was evacuated last night by our forces. My regiment started first, at 91/2 P.M. Not a thing
was moved until after dark, and the Rebels must have been astonished this morning. Terry went there
originally only to create a diversion from Morris Island, and it was useless to stay and risk being driven
off, after Morris was taken. It thundered and lightened, and rained hard all night, and it took us from 10
P.M. to 5 A.M. to come four miles. Most of the way we had to march in single file along the narrow paths
through the swamps. For nearly half a mile we had to pass over a bridge of one, and in some places, two
planks wide, without a railing, and slippery with rain— mud and water below several feet deep—and then
over a narrow dike so slippery as to make it almost impossible to keep one’s feet. It took my regiment
alone nearly two hours to pass the bridge and dike. By the time we got over, it was nearly daylight, and
the Brigade behind us had a pretty easy time. I never had such an extraordinary walk.




We are now lying on the beach opposite the southern point of Folly Island, and have been here since five
this morning. When they can get boats, they will set us across, I suppose.

There is hardly any water to be got here, and the sun and sand arc dazzling and roasting us. I shouldn’t
like you to see me as I am now; I haven’t washed my face since day before yesterday. My conscience is
perfectly easy about it, though, for it was an impossibility, and every one is in the same condition. Open
air dirt, i.e. mud, & is not like the indoor article.

... L have had nothing but crackers and coffee these two days. It seems like old times in the army of the
Potomac.

Good bye again, darling Annie.
Rob
July 18th. Morris Island—We are in General Strong’s Brigade, and have left Montgomery, I hope for

good. We came up here last night, and were out again all night in a very heavy rain. Fort Wagner is being
very heavily bombarded. We are not far from it.

Questions from Robert Gould Shaw’s letter to his wife, Annie:

1. What is the good news that Colonel Shaw telis his wife, Annie, in his letter?

2. What evidence does he present to illustrate this good news?

3. Compared to the other regiments engaged in battle, what was the casualty count for the 54th
Regiment according to Shaw’s letter? What point do you think he is attempting to convey?

Activity Three
The Battle Cry of Freedom {Union version)

The lyrics to this song are:

Yes, we'll rally round the flag, boys,
We'll rally once again,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom,
We will rally from the hillside,
We'll gather from the plain,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

CHORUS:

The Union forever,

Hurrah! boys, hurrah!

Down with the traitors,

Up with the stars;

While we rally round the flag, boys,
Rally once again,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

We are springing to the call
Of our brothers gone before,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom;




And we'll fill our vacant ranks with
A million free men more,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.
CHORUS

We will welcome to our numbers
The loyal, true and brave,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom;
And although they may be poor,
Not a man shall be a slave,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.
CHORUS

So we're springing to the call

From the East and from the West,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom;
And we'll hurl the rebel crew

From the land that we love best,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.
CHORUS

The Battle Cry of Freedom (Confederate version)

Our flag is proudly floating on the land and on the main,
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom!

Beneath it oft we’ve conquered, and we’ll conquer oft again!
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom!

CHORUS:

Our Dixie forever! She’s never at a loss!

Down with the eagle and up with the cross!

We'll raily ‘round the bonny flag, we’ll rally once again,
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom!

Our gallant boys have marched to the rolling of the drums.
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom!

And the leaders in charge cry out, “Come, boys, come!”

Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom!--

CHORUS

They have laid down their lives on the bloody battle field.
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom!

Their motto is resistance --“To tyrants we’ll not yield!”
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom!--

CHORUS




While our boys have responded and to the fields have gone.
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom!

Our noble women also have aided them at home.

Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom!--

CHORUS

Compare the lyrics for the two versions of “The Battle Cry of Freedom” and answer the following
guestions.

1. What appears to be the main difference between the first stanzas of the two versions of the song?
2. What does the Southern version mean by "Down with the Eagle, And Up with the Cross?"

3. Summarize the meaning of the third stanza of the Northern version of the song, which begins, "we
will welcome to our numbers..."

4. How do you think the Southern version of the song symbolizes the Confederate cause?

5. How do you think the Northern version of the song symbolizes the Union cause?

Dixie Land

1 wish I was in the land of cotton,

Old times there are not forgotten;

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land.
In Dixie’s Land where I was born in,

Early on one frosty mornin,

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land.

CHORUS:

I wish I was in Dixie, Hooray! Hooray!
In Dixie’s Land I’ll take my stand

to live and die in Dixie.

Away, away, away down south in Dixie.
Away, away, away down south in Dixie.

Old Missus marry “Will the weaver,”

Willium was a gay deceiver;

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land.
And when he put his arm around ‘er,

He smiled as fierce as a forty-pounder,

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land.

CHORUS

His face was sharp as a butcher’s cleaver

But that did not seem to grieve ‘er

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land.
Ole Missus acted the foolish part

She died for a man that broke her heart




Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land.

CHORUS

Now here’s to the health to the next ole Missus

An’ all the gals that want to kiss us;

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land
And if you want to drive away sorrow

Come and hear our song tomorrow

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land.

CHORUS

Dar’s buckwheat cakes an Injun batter,

Makes your fat a little fatter;

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land.
Then hoe it down and scratch your gravel,

To Dixie’s Land I’'m bound to travel.

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land.

CHORUS
Union Dixie

Away down South in the land of traitors,
Rattlesnakes and alligators,

Right away, come away, right away, come away.
Where cotton's king and men are chattels,
Union boys will win the battles,

Right away, come away, right away, come away.

CHORUS:

Then we'll all go down to Dixie,
Away, away,

Each Dixie boy must understand
That he must mind his Uncle Sam,
Away, away, .
And we'll all go down to Dixie.
Away, away,

And we'll all go down to Dixie.

I wish I was in Baltimore,

I'd make Secession traitors roar,

Right away, come away, right away, come away.
We'll put the traitors all to rout.

I'll bet my boots we'll whip them out,

Right away, come away, right away, come away.

CHORUS

Oh, may our Stars and Stripes still wave



Forever o'er the free and brave,

Right away, come away, right away, come away.
And let our motto ever be --

"For Union and for Liberty!"

Right away, come away, right away, come away.

CHORUS

Compare the lyrics for “Dixie’s Land (Dixie)” and “Union Dixie” and answer the following questions.

1. While the Confederate States of America did not have an official national anthem (even

the North did not recognize the "Star Spangled Banner" as the nation’s anthem until

1931), "Dixie’s Land" (or "Dixie," as it is more commonly known) was truly a national song. What aspects
of the song might make it significant to the Confederate cause?

2. How does the first stanza of the song "Union Dixie" describe the South?

3. While the first verse and chorus of "Dixie" are well known, the rest of the song is not. Frequently, the
tune is used without lyrics. Why do you think the rest of the song is obscure?

4. How could the song, "Union Dixie" be used to rally troops as a school fight song might rally the
student body or athletes? Give at least three examples from the lyrics.

5. "Dixie" is still a well-known song in the 21st Century, while the "Union Dixie" has generally been
forgotten. Speculate why this might be.

Activity Four

Questions from the Video:

1. Describe the position of the Army of the James and the Army of Northern Virginia on April 8, 1865.
Which army had the better position? Why do you think General Ulysses S. Grant sent a note to General
Robert E. Lee the day before?

2. Summarize the details of the formal meeting of surrender between Generals Lee and Grant. While it i
s understandable that it was a somber situation for Lee, why was it also for Grant and the other Union
officers present?

3. Assess the terms of surrender Grant offered Lee and the Army of Virginia. Why do you think Grant
made such an offer?

Chapter LXVII,

NEGOTIATIONS AT APPOMATTOX - INTERVIEW WITH LEE AT MCLEAN’S HOUSE -

THE TERMS OF SURRENDER - LEE’S SURRENDER - INTERVIEW WITH LEE AFTER THE SURRENDER

On the 8th I had followed the Army of the Potomac in rear of Lee. I was suffering very severely with a sick headache, and
stopped at a farmhouse on the road some distance in rear of the main body of the army. I spent the night in bathing my feet
in hot water and mustard, and putting mustard plasters on my wrists and the back part of my neck, hoping to be cured by
morning. During the night I received Lee’s answer to my letter of the 8th, inviting an interview between the lines on the
following morning. But it was for a different purpose from that of surrendering his army, and T answered him as follows:

Headquarters Armies of the U. S,
April 9, 1865
General R. E. Lee,
Commanding C. S. A.

Your note of yesterday is received. As I have no authority

to treat on the subject of peace, the meeting proposed for ten

A M. to-day could lead to no good. I will state, however,
General, that I am equally anxious for peace with yourself, and




the whole North entertains the same feeling, The terms upon
which peace can be had are well understood. By the South
laying down their arms they will hasten that most desirable
event, save thousands of human lives, and hundreds of
millions of property not yet destroyed. Sincerely hoping that all
our difficulties may be settled without the loss of another life, I
subscribe myself, etc.,
U. 8. Grant, Lieutenant-General

I proceeded at an early hour in the morning, still suffering with the headache, to get to the head of the column. I was not
more than two or three miles from Appomattox Court House at the time, but to go direct I would have to pass through
Lee’s army, or a portion of it. I had therefore to move south in order to get upon a road coming up from another direction.

When the white flag was put out by Lee, as already described, I was in this way moving towards Appomattox Court
House, and consequently could not be communicated with immediately, and be informed of what Lee had done. Lee,
therefore, sent a flag to the rear to advise Meade and one to the front to Sheridan, saying that he had sent a message to me
for the purpose of having a meeting to consult about the surrender of his army, and asked for a suspension of hostilities
until I could be communicated with. As they had heard nothing of this until the fighting had got to be severe and all going
against Lee, both of these commanders hesitated very considerably about suspending hostilities at all. They were afraid it
was not in good faith, and we had the Army of Northern Virginia where it could not escape except by some deception.
They, however, finally consented to a suspension of hostilities for two hours to give an opportunity of communicating
with me in that time, if possible. It was found that, from the route I had taken, they would probably not be able to
communicate with me and get an answer back within the time fixed unless the messenger should pass through the rebel
lines.

Lee, therefore, sent an escort with the officer bearing this message through his lines to me.

April 9, 1865
GENERAL:—TI received your note of this morning on the
picket-line whither I had come to meet you and ascertain
definitely what terms were embraced in your proposal of
yesterday with reference to the surrender of this army. [ now
request an interview in accordance with the offer contained in
your letter of yesterday for that purpose.
R.E. Lee
General Lieutenant-General
U. S. Grant,
Commanding U. S. Armies.

When the officer reached me I was still suffering with the sick headache; but the instant I saw the contents of the note I
was cured. I wrote the following note in reply and hastened on:

April 9, 1865
GENERAL R. E. Lee,
Commanding C. S. Armies.

Your note of this date is but this moment (11.50 A.M.)

received, in consequence of my having passed from the

Richmond and Lynchburg road to the Farmville and Lynchburg

road. I am at this writing about four miles west of Walker’s

Church and will push forward to the front for the purpose of

meeting you. Notice sent to me on this road where you wish

the interview to take place will meet me.

U. S. Grant, Lieutenant-General

I was conducted at once to where Sheridan was located with his troops drawn up in line of battle facing the Confederate
Army near by, They were very much excited, and expressed their view that this was all a ruse employed to enable the
Confederates to get away. They said they believed that Johnston was marching up from North Carolina now, and Lee was
moving to join him; and they would whip the rebels where they now were in five minutes if I would only




let them go in. But I had no doubt about the good faith of Lee, and pretty soon was conducted to where he was. I found
him at the house of a Mr. [Wilmer] McLean, at Appomattox Court House, with Colonel [Charles] Marshall, one of his
staff officers, awaiting my arrival. The head of his column was occupying a hill, on a portion of which was an apple
orchard, beyond a little valley which separated it from that on the crest of which Sheridan’s forces were drawn

up in line of battle to the south.

Before stating what took place between General Lee and myself, I will give all there is of the story of the famous apple
tree. Wars produce many stories of fiction, some of which are told until they are believed to be true. The war of the
rebellion was no exception to this rule, and the story of the apple tree is one of those fictions based on a slight foundation
of fact. As I have said, there was an apple orchard on the side of the hill occupied by the Confederate forces. Running
diagonally up the hill was a wagon road, which, at one point, ran very near one of the trees, so that the wheels of vehicles
had, on that side, cut off the roots of this tree, leaving a little embankment. General Babcock, of my staff, reported to me
that when he first met General Lee he was sitting upon this embankment with his feet in the road below and his back
resting against the tree. The story had no other foundation than that. Like many other stories, it would

be very good if it was only true.

I had known General Lee in the old army, and had served with him in the Mexican War; but did not suppose, owing to the
difference in our age and rank, that he would remember me; while I would more naturally remember him distinctly,
because he was the chief of staff of General Scott in the Mexican War.

When I had left camp that morning I had not expected so soon tie result that was then taking place, and consequently was
in rough garb. I was without a sword, as I usually was when on horseback on the field, and wore a soldier’s blouse for a
coat, with the shoulder straps of my rank to indicate to the army who I was. When I went into the house I found General
Lee. We greeted each other, and after shaking hands took our seats. I had my staff with me, a good portion of whom were
in the room during the whole of the interview.

What General Lee’s feelings were I do not know. As he was a man of much dignity, with an impassable face, it was
impossible to say whether he felt inwardly glad that the end had finally come, or felt sad over the result, and was too
manly to show it. Whatever his feelings, they were entirely concealed from my observation; but my own feelings, which
had been quite jubilant on the receipt of his letter, were sad and depressed. I felt like anything rather than rejoicing at the
downfall of a foe who had fought so long and valiantly, and had suffered so much for a cause, though that cause was, I
believe, one of the worst for which a people ever fought, and one for which there was the least excuse. I do not question,
however, the sincerity of the great mass of those who were opposed to us.

General Lee was dressed in a full uniform which was entirely new, and was wearing a sword of considerable value, very
likely the sword which had been presented by the State of Virginia; at all events, it was an entirely different sword from
the one that would ordinarily be worn in the field. In my rough traveling suit, the uniform of a private with the

straps of a lieutenant-general, I must have contrasted very strangely with a man so handsomely dressed, six feet high and
of faultless form. But this was not a matter that I thought of until afterwards.

We soon fell into a conversation about old army times. He remarked that he remembered me very well in the old army;
and I told him that as a matter of course I remembered him perfectly, but from the difference in our rank and years (there
being about sixteen years’ difference in our ages), I had thought it very likely that I had not attracted his attention
sufficiently to be remembered by him after such a long interval. Our conversation grew so pleasant that I almost forgot the
object of our meeting. After the conversation had run on in this style for some time, General Lee called my attention to the
object of our meeting, and said that he had asked for this interview for the purpose of getting from me the terms I proposed
to give his army. I said that I meant merely that his army should lay down their arms, not to take them up again during the
continuance of the war unless duly and properly exchanged. He said that he had so understood my letter.

Then we gradually fell off again into conversation about matters foreign to the subject which had brought us together, This
continued for some little time, when General Lee again interrupted the course of the conversation by suggesting that the
terms I proposed to give his army ought to be written out. I called to General [Ely S.] Parker, secretary on my staff, for
writing materials, and commenced writing out the following terms:

Appomattox C. H., Va.,
Ap 1 9th, 1865.
Gen. R.E. Lee, Comd’g C. S. A.



GEN.: In accordance with the substance of my letter to you of the 8th inst., [ propose to receive the surrender of the Army
of N. Va. on the following terms, to wit: Rolls of all the officers and men to be made in duplicate. One copy to be given to
an officer designated by me, the other to be retained by such officer or officers as you may designate. The officers to give
their individual paroles not to take up arms against the Government of the United States until properly exchanged, and
each company or regimental commander sign a like parole for the men of their commands. The arms, artillery and public
property to be parked and stacked, and turned over to the officer appointed by me to receive them. This will not embrace
the side-arms of the officers, nor their private horses or baggage. This done, each officer and man will be allowed to

return to their homes, not to be disturbed by United States authority so long as they observe their paroles and the laws in
force where they may reside.

Very respectfully,
U. S. Grant, Lt.-Gen.
When I put my pen to the paper I did not know the first word that I should make use of in writing the terms. I only knew
what was in my mind, and I wished to express it clearly, so that there could be no mistaking it. As I wrote on, the thought
occurred to me that the officers had their own private horses and effects, which were important to them, but of no value to
us; also that it would be an unnecessary humiliation to call upon them to deliver their side arms.

No conversation, not one word, passed between General Lee and myself, either about private property, side arms, or
kindred subjects. He appeared to have no objections to the terms first proposed; or if he had a point to make against them
he wished to wait until they were in writing to make it. When he read over that part of the terms about side arms, horses
and private property of the officers, he remarked, with some feeling, I thought, that this would have a happy effect upon
his army.

Then, after a little further conversation, General Lee remarked to me again that their army was organized a little differently
from the army of the United States (still maintaining by implication that we were two countries); that in their army the
cavalrymen and artillerists owned their own horses; and he asked if he was to understand that the men who so owned their
horses were to be permitted to retain them. I told him that as the terms were written they would not; that only the officers
were permitted to take their private property. He then, after reading over the terms a second time, remarked that that was
clear.

I then said to him that I thought this would be about the last battle of the war—I sincerely hoped so; and I said further I
took it that most of the men in the ranks were small farmers. The whole country had been so raided by the two armies that
it was doubtful whether they would be able to put in a crop to carry themselves and their families through the next winter
without the aid of the horses they were then riding. The United States did not want them and I would, therefore, instruct
the officers I left behind to receive the paroles of his troops to let every man of the Confederate army who claimed to own
a horse or mule take the animal to his home. Lee remarked again that this would have a happy effect.

He then sat down and wrote out the following letter:

Headquarters Army of Northern
Virginia
April 9, 1865
GENERAL:—

I received your letter of this date containing the terms of the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia as proposed by
you. As they are substantially the same as those expressed in your letter of the 8th inst., they are accepted. I will proceed to
designate the proper officers to carry the stipulations into effect.
R. E. Lee, General Lieut.-General
U. S. Grant.

While duplicates of the two letters were being made, the Union generals present were severally presented to General Lee.

The much talked of surrendering of Lee’s sword and my handing it back, this and much more that has been said about it is
the purest romance. The word sword or side arms was not mentioned by either of us until I wrote it in the terms. There was
no premeditation, and it did not occur to me until the moment I wrote it down. If I had happened to omit it, and General
Lee had called my attention to it, I should have put it in the terms precisely as I acceded to the provision about the soldiers
retaining their horses.




General Lee, after all was completed and before taking his leave, remarked that his army was in a very bad condition for
want of food, and that they were without forage; that his men had been living for some days on parched corn exclusively,
and that he would have to ask me for rations and forage. I told him “certainly,” and asked for how many men he wanted
rations. His answer was “about twenty-five thousand” : and I authorized him to send his own commissary and
quartermaster to Appomattox Station, two or three miles away, where he could have, out of the trains we had stopped, all
the provisions wanted. As for forage, we had ourselves depended almost entirely upon the country for that.

Generals Gibbon, Griffin and Merritt were designated by me to carry into effect the paroling of Lee’s troops before they
should start for their homes—General Lee leaving Generals Longstreet, Gordon and Pendleton for them to confer with in
order to facilitate this work. Lee and 1 then separated as cordially as we had met, he returning to his own lines, and all
went into bivouac for the night at Appomattox.

Soon after Lee’s departure I telegraphed to Washington as follows:
Headquarters Appomattox C. H.,
Va.,
April 9th, 1865, 4.30 P.M.
Hon. E. M. Stanton: Secretary of War,
Washington

General Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia this afternoon on terms proposed by myself, The accompanying
additional correspondence will show the conditions fully.

U. S. Grant, Lieut.-General

When news of the surrender first reached our lines our men commenced firing a salute of a hundred guns in honor of the
victory. I at once sent word, however, to have it stopped, The Confederates were now our prisoners, and we did not want
to exult over their downfall. I determined to return to Washington at once, with a view to putting a stop to the purchase of
supplies, and what I now deemed other useless outlay of money. Before leaving, however, I thought I would like to see
General Lee again; so next morning I rode out beyond our lines towards his headquarters, preceded by a bugler and a staff-
officer carrying a white flag.

Lee soon mounted his horse, seeing who it was, and met me. We had there between the lines, sitting on horseback, a very
pleasant conversation of over half an hour, in the course of which Lee said to me that the South was a big country and that
we might have to march over it three or four times before the war entirely ended, but that we would now be able to do it as
they could no long er resist us. He expressed it as his earnest hope, however, that we would not be called upon to cause
more loss and sacrifice of life; but he could not foretell the result. I then suggested to General Lee that there was not a man
in the Confederacy whose influence with the soldiery and the whole people was as great as his, and that if he would now
advise the surrender of all the armies I had no doubt his advice would be followed with alacrity. But Lee said, that he
could not do that without consulting the President first. I knew there was no use to urge him to do anything against his
ideas of what was right.

I was accompanied by my staff and other officers, some of whom seemed to have a great desire to go inside the
confederate lines. They finally asked permission of Lee to do so for the purpose of seeing some of their old army friends,
and the permission was granted. They went over, had a very pleasant time with their old friends, and brought some of
them back with them when they returned.

When Lee and I separated he went back to his lines and I returned to the house of Mr. McLean. Here the officers of both
armies came in great numbers, and seemed to enjoy the meeting as much as though they had been friends separated for a
long time while fighting battles under the same flag. For the time being it looked very much as if all thought of the

war had escaped their minds. After an hour pleasantly passed in this way I set out on horseback, accompanied by my staff
and a small escort, for Burkesville Junction, up to which point the railroad had by this time been repaired.

Questions from Grant’s Memoirs:
4, The selection you are reading is from US Grant’s personal memoirs of the Civil War, Chapter LXVII
Forty-seven). What kind of perspective would you expect Grant to have regarding these events?




5. At the beginning of the chapter, Grant describes the events of the day before he and Lee meet. What
illness or ailment did Grant have at this point? How did he try to cure it? How it was finally cured?

6. Grant also includes several excerpts of correspondence between General Lee and himself . How
would you describe the correspondence between the two?

7. Some of Grant’s commanding officers (Mead and Sheridan) believed that Lee did not intend to
surrender at all, but had an alternative purpose. What did they believe Lee planned to do?

8. Finally, Lee and Grant met in the McLean home. Had they met each other before? What

did Grant recollect about this? According to Grant, how were he and Lee dressed?

9. Throughout the meeting between the two men, Grant noted that, at various points in their
conversation, he and Lee entered into smali talk, and it was Lee who had to remind Grant

of the purpose for their meeting. What conclusions might you draw from this?

10. Describe the surrender terms to which Lee and Grant agreed.

11. In your view, were these terms harsh or lenient on the South? Explain your answer.

12. After the surrender was concluded, Union soldiers began to celebrate Lee’s surrender.

How did they celebrate? What did Grant do regarding this celebration? Why do you believe he took this
action? What does it say about Grant and his view of the victory?

13. Grant notes at several points after the surrender, his officers and Lee’s met together. How

does Grant describe these meetings? In your view, what message does this send regarding the men
who fought each other during the war?

Activity Five

Questions on the Video Clip, “Sherman’s March”

1. What was the general strategy behind General Sherman’s march to Savannah, Georgia? How
important was this march to both the North and the South?

2. Accounts by historians and men on the march give the impression that the march to Savannah was an
easy one. Why were Sherman and his men confident that this would be the case?

3. There were many factors that led both Yankee and Rebel armies to be so destructive throughout the
war. How did the spectacle of Andersonville Prison and Sherman’s March to the Sea burn in the memory
of the Union and Confederate populations respectively?

4. Explain how the tactic of Southern General John Bell Hood in Tennessee led to the destruction of his
army.




