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Ch. 8 History Guide 
 

Provide a definition for the following terms.  You should also include its’ historical significance.  Answers should be 
in complete sentences. 
 

1. William Howe 

2. Nathanael Greene 

3. Charles Cornwallis 

4. Richard Henry Lee 

5. Thomas Jefferson 

6. John Hay 

7. Ethan Allen  

8. Abigail Adams 

9. Benedict Arnold 

10. George Rogers Clark 

11. Privateering 

12. Natural rights 

13. Armed Neutrality 

14. Bunker Hill 

15. Common Sense 

16. Battle of Saratoga 

17. Battle of Yorktown 

18. Treaty of Parris of 1783 

19. Battle of Trenton 

20. Treaty of For Stanwix 

 
Respond to the questions after the primary source documents using complete sentences. 
________________________________________ 
John Adams to Abigail Adams (July 3, 1776)  
________________________________________ 
Yesterday the greatest Questions was decided, which ever was debated in America, and a greater 
perhaps, never was or will be decided among Men. A Resolution was passed without one dissenting 
Colony "that these united Colonies, are, and of right ought to be free and independent States, and as 
such, they have, and of Right ought to have full Power to make War, conclude Peace, establish 
Commerce, and to do all the other Acts and Things, which other States may rightfully do." You will see in 
a few days a Declaration setting forth the Causes, which have impelled Us to this mighty Revolution, and 
the Reasons which will justify it, in the Sight of God and Man. A Plan of Confederation will be taken up in 
a few days.  
When I look back to the Year 1761, and recollect the Argument concerning Writs of Assistance, in the 
Superior Court, which I have hitherto considered as the Commencement of the Controversy, between 
Great Britain and America, and run through the whole Period from that Time to this, and recollect the 
series of political Events, the Chain of Causes and Effects, I am surprised at the Suddenness, as well as 
Greatness of this Revolution. Britain has been filled with Folly, and America with Wisdom, at least this is 
my Judgment.-Time must determine. It is the Will of Heaven, that the two Countries should be sundered 
forever. It may be the Will of Heaven that America shall suffer Calamities still more wasting and 
Distresses yet more dreadful. If this is to be the Case, it will have this good Effect, at least: it will inspire 
Us with many Virtues, which We have not, and correct many Errors, Follies, and Vices, which threaten to 
disturb, dishonor, and destroy Us.-The Furnace of Affliction produces Refinement, in States as well as 
Individuals. And the new Governments we are assuming, in every Part, will require a Purification from 
our Vices, and an Augmentation of our Virtues or they will be no Blessings. The People will have 
unbounded Power. And the People are extremely addicted to Corruption and Venality, as well as the 
Great.-I am not without Apprehensions from this Quarter. But I must submit all my Hopes and Fears, to 
an overruling Providence, in which, unfashionable as the Faith may be, I firmly believe.  
The Delay of this Declaration to this Time, has many great Advantages attending it.-The Hopes of 
Reconciliation, which were fondly entertained by Multitudes of honest and well meaning though weak 
and mistaken People, have been gradually and at last totally extinguished.-Time has been given for the 
whole People, maturely to consider the great Question of Independence and to ripen their Judgments, 
dissipate their Fears, and allure their Hopes, by discussing it in News Papers and Pamphlets, by debating 
it, in Assemblies, Conventions, Committees of Safety and Inspection, in Town and County Meetings, as 
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well as in private Conversations, so that the whole People in every Colony of the 13, have now adopted 
it, as their own Act.-This will cement the Union, and avoid those Heats and perhaps Convulsions which 
might have been occasioned, by such a Declaration Six Months ago.  
But the Day is past. The Second Day of July 1776 [the day Congress voted for independence], will be the 
most memorable Epocha, in the History of America.-I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated, by 
succeeding Generations, as the great anniversary Festival. It ought to be commemorated, as the Day of 
Deliverance by solemn Acts of Devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with Pomp and 
Parade, with Shews, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from one End of this 
Continent to the other from this Time forward forever more.  
You will think me transported with Enthusiasm but I am not-I am well aware of the Toil and Blood and 
Treasure, that it will cost Us to maintain this Declaration, and support and defend these States.-Yet 
through all the Gloom I can see the Rays of ravishing Light and Glory. I can see that the End is more than 
worth all the Means. And that Posterity will triumph in that Days Transaction, even although We should 
rue it, which I trust in God We shall not. 
 
Study Questions 
1. With what attitude does John Adams reflect upon past hardships and potential future difficulties 
faced by America?   
2. How has the passage of time worked in favor of American unity according to Adams? 
3. How does Adams envision this declaration being celebrated in the future?  How accurate was Adams 
in his belief in the national importance of the day of this declaration? 
 
George Washington, The Newburgh Address (1783) 
 
To the Officers of the Army 
Gentlemen-A fellow soldier, whose interest and affections bind him strongly to you, whose past 
sufferings have been as great, and whose future fortune may be as desperate as yours-would beg leave 
to address you.  
Age has its claims, and rank is not without its pretensions to advice: but, though unsupported by both, 
he flatters himself, that the plain language of sincerity and experience will neither be unheard nor 
unregarded.  
Like many of you, he loved private life, and left it with regret. He left it, determined to retire from the 
field, with the necessity that called him to it, and not till then-not till the enemies of his country, the 
slaves of power, and the hirelings of injustice, were compelled to abandon their schemes, and 
acknowledge America as terrible in arms as she had been humble in remonstrance. With this object in 
view, he has long shared in your toils and mingled in your dangers. He has felt the cold hand of poverty 
without a murmur, and has seen the insolence of wealth without a sigh. But, too much under the 
direction of his wishes, and sometimes weak enough to mistake desire for opinion, he has till lately-very 
lately-believed in the justice of his country. He hoped that, as the clouds of adversity scattered, and as 
the sunshine of peace and better fortune broke in upon us, the coldness and severity of government 
would relax, and that, more than justice, that gratitude would blaze forth upon those hands, which had 
upheld her, in the darkest stages of her passage, from impending servitude to acknowledged 
independence. But faith has its limits as well as temper, and there are points beyond which neither can 
be stretched, without sinking into cowardice or plunging into credulity.-This, my friends, I conceive to be 
your situation.-Hurried to the very verge of both, another step would ruin you forever.-To be tame and 
unprovoked when injuries press hard upon you, is more than weakness; but to look up for kinder usage, 
without one manly effort of your own, would fix your character, and show the world how richly you 
deserve those chains you broke. To guard against this evil, let us take a review of the ground upon which 
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we now stand, and from thence carry our thoughts forward for a moment, into the unexplored field of 
expedient.  
After a pursuit of seven long years, the object for which we set out is at length brought within our reach. 
Yes, my friends, that suffering courage of yours was active once-it has conducted the United States of 
America through a doubtful and a bloody war. It has placed her in the chair of independency, and peace 
returns again to bless-whom? A country willing to redress your wrongs, cherish your worth and reward 
your services, a country courting your return to private life, with tears of gratitude and smiles of 
admiration, longing to divide with you that independency which your gallantry has given, and those 
riches which your wounds have preserved? Is this the case? Or is it rather a country that tramples upon 
your rights, disdains your cries and insults your distresses? Have you not, more than once, suggested 
your wishes, and made known your wants to Congress? Wants and wishes which gratitude and policy 
should have anticipated, rather than evaded. And have you not lately, in the meek language of 
entreating memorials, begged from their justice, what you would no longer expect from their favor? 
How have you been answered? Let the letter which you are called to consider to-morrow make reply.  
If this, then, be your treatment, while the swords you wear are necessary for the defense of America, 
what have you to expect from peace, when your voice shall sink, and your strength dissipate by division? 
When those very swords, the instruments and companions of your glory, shall be taken from your sides, 
and no remaining mark of military distinction left but your wants, infirmities and scars? Can you then 
consent to be the only sufferers by this revolution, and retiring from the field, grow old in poverty, 
wretchedness and contempt? Can you consent to wade through the vile mire of dependency, and owe 
the miserable remnant of that life to charity, which has hitherto been spent in honor? If you can-GO-and 
carry with you the jest of Tories and scorn of whigs-the ridicule, and what is worse, the pity of the world. 
Go, starve, and be forgotten! But, if your spirit should revolt at this; if you have sense enough to 
discover, and spirit enough to oppose tyranny under whatever garb it may assume; whether it be the 
plain coat of republicanism, or the splendid robe of royalty; if you have yet learned to discriminate 
between a people and a cause, between men and principles-awake; attend to your situation and redress 
yourselves. If the present moment be lost, every future effort is in vain; and your threats then, will be as 
empty as your entreaties now.  
I would advise you, therefore, to come to some final opinion upon what you can bear, and what you will 
suffer. If your determination be in any proportion to your wrongs, carry your appeal from the justice to 
the fears of government. Change the milk-and-water style of your last memorial; assume a bolder tone-
decent, but lively, spirited and determined, and suspect the man who would advise to more moderation 
and longer forbearance. Let two or three men, who can feel as well as write, be appointed to draw up 
your last remonstrance; for, I would no longer give it the sueing, soft, unsuccessful epithet of memorial. 
Let it be represented in language that will neither dishonor you by its rudeness, nor betray you by its 
fears, what has been promised by Congress, and what has been performed, how long and how patiently 
you have suffered, how little you have asked, and how much of that little has been denied. Tell them 
that, though you were the first, and would wish to be the last to encounter danger: though despair itself 
can never drive you into dishonor, it may drive you from the field: that the wound often irritated, and 
never healed, may at length become incurable; and that the slightest mark of indignity from Congress 
now, must operate like the grave, and part you forever: that in any political event, the army has its 
alternative. If peace, that nothing shall separate them from your arms but death: if war, that courting 
the auspices, and inviting the direction of your illustrious leader, you will retire to some unsettled 
country, smile in your turn, and "mock when their fear cometh on." But let it represent also, that should 
they comply with the request of your late memorial, it would make you more happy and them more 
respectable. That while war should continue, you would follow their standard into the field, and when it 
came to an end, you would withdraw into the shade of private life, and give the world another subject 
of wonder and applause; an army victorious over its enemies-victorious over itself.  



4 
 

 
Study Questions 
1. How does Washington gain the sympathy and support of his readers in the opening paragraphs?   
2. How did demobilization present a threat to the honor and welfare of the soldiers of the army? 
3. What actions have Washington’s listeners undertaken thus far to right what they consider injustice 
and ingratitude on the part of Congress?  What is Washington’s opinion of these efforts?  What does 
Washington encourage his listeners to do in order to win their cause? 
4. How does Washington urge forceful action without encouraging violent rebellion? 


