Period 1 Group 1

The Western Movement
· Pioneers tirelessly and annually moved west in hopes of securing rich and prosperous land
· Life was bleak for many
· Poorly fed
· Poorly dressed
· Disease
· Depression 
· Premature death
· Houses not structurally sound
· Women isolated
· Community was imperative
· “Self-Reliance” by Ralph Waldo Emerson
· Transcendentalism
· Non-conformist 
· (Self Reliance by Ralph waldo emerson was an essay that developed a keen sense of transcendentalism (philosophic social movement, promotes spiritual thinking instead of science based thinking) and an advocating perception of the lack of conformity as well as intuitive thinking.)
Shaping the Western Landscape
Tobacco crop growth pushed pioneers west
Kentucky cane: 15 feet tall had to be burned. Kentucky bluegrass then flourished, drew in thousands more Americans. 
Fur trading: Rendezvous system: French for meeting system
· Beaver: high demand for pelts to make beaver hats. By the time they went out of fashion, the beaver population had all but disappeared from the region.
· Buffalo: demand for buffalo robe. A hide used as a rug or a cover for beds/ furniture. Led to near extinction
· Sea Otter Pelts: Used for gloves, coats, and blankets. 
Ecological imperialism: The aggressive and often heedless exploitation of the West’s natural bounty.
Americans also admired the beauty of the unique American wilderness, the unspoiled character of the land, especially in the West.
George Catlin: Painter of Native American life. Advocate for the preservation of nature
The March of Millions 
· Population increased rapidly
· 33 stars on the flag
· New York, New Orleans, Chicago
· Over-population faced the pioneers with great complications
· Impure water
· Putrid sewage
· Rats
· Improper garbage disposal
· Disease carrying mosquitoes 
· New sewer and water systems ridded many cities of disease ridden mosquitoes
· Birth rate doubled, and even quadrupled by the 1850s
The Emerald Isle Moves West
Rot attacked the potato crop and caused a famine
· ¼ of the population (2 million) died from hunger and disease
The Black Forties 
The Irish flee to America and are not well accepted by the American people
· Persecuted for being Catholic  
· The Irish were among the poorest of people along with the blacks. Race riots broke out.
· The Irish were forced into the slums of big cities especially New York and Boston
· Had the lowest paying jobs with the poorest conditions 
· Native workers hated the Irish 
· No Irish Need Apply or NINA was posted on factory doors 
Ancient Order Of Hibernians
Semi-secret society that served as a benevolent organization for Irish immigrants in the U.S
Molly Maguires 
Secret societies of Irish miners that campaigned against bad working conditions in Pennsylvania mines
Tammany Hall
A political organization in NYC that formed in 1789 and lasted nearly two centuries. Popularity and endurance resulted from its willingness to help the city’s poor and immigrant population.
German Forty-Eighters
· The majority of German immigrants were farmers. A handful were liberals in politics wanting to leave behind autocracy.

· They saw America as the model of democracy, so the Germans immigrated there.

· Though some left for political reasons, the immigrants had a weak presence in politics. 

· This was because they were so spread.

· The highly educated Germans introduced America to kindergarten.

· Germans had a tendency to be more educated.

· Carl Schurz was an immigrant, famous abolitionist, and republican who spoke out against slavery and eventually became a Union general.

http://shsmo.org/historicmissourians/name/s/schurz/
The Irish
· The Irish began immigrating because of famine and the Bristish.

· The British were taking farms and giving the Irish nowhere to go.

· The young Irish men worked as farmers, construction workers, or servants. 

· Despite Irish immigrants being so young, the mortality rate was low.

· An elderly Irish man was a rare find.

· Irish women were even more hated and tended to only have jobs as servants.

· Most immigrants lived in Boston and New York City. Though hated by most, the democratic party loved the Irish. 

· Irish immigrants were hated because of their foreign status, Roman Catholic religion, and love of alcohol.

· Soon government positions were being given to Irish men. They were made police, which is incredibly ironic.

The Germans
Immigrants:
· Forty-eighters 

· Jews 

· Pietists 

· Anabaptist: 

· Amish and Mennonites  

· Between 1820-1920 Germans immigrated to America

· Largest immigrant group

· Native-born Americans not panicked 

· Germans kept to themselves 

· Prospered with ease

· Built towns in Wisconsin  

· A home away from home

· Climate, soil, geography like central Europe 

· Agricultural colonies in Texas 

· Religious communities in Pennsylvania 

· German Athens

· German theater 

· Beer gardens 

· Volunteer fire company 

· German-English academy  

Marvels in Manufacturing
After the War of 1812 you could see a boom in the use of America’s factories
Patriotism was a big part of this and also saw a big rise after the war of 1812
The boom began to decrease significantly after the Treaty of Ghent in 1815
The British began to sell Americans goods at a high rate with lower costs
In order to help preserve the economy, Eli Whitney came up with the idea of using machines instead of people and the idea of interchangeable parts 
These ideas gave rise to other to other ideas such as the assembly line
The issue of this was the slavery debate was beginning to rise and the Civil War
Innovations increased so dramatically that the clerk of the Patent Office resigned in despair
Steam and machines were used in place of human labor
In 1750, British inventors brought the Industrial Revolution to the United States
It took America a long time to embrace the Revolution
One of the reasons it took a long time for America to embrace it was because land was cheap in America
Peasants preferred to grow crops instead of working in a factory       
America had issues producing goods of high enough quality and that were cheap enough to compete with European goods. 
British also enjoyed a monopoly of the textile machinery 
Companies also changed. The "limited liability corporation" came into existence. These companies ensured that if the company went bad, an investor could lose only what he'd invested (not everything he owned). This assurance caused more people to invest in business and thus for businesses to grow
The principle of limited liability in a corporation (can’t lose more than invested) stimulated the economy
Laws of “free incorporation” came about saying there was no need to apply for a charter from a legislature to start a corporation
Workers and “Wage Slaves”
· A person who works for a wage, with total and immediate dependency on the income derived from such labor. 

· Work became impersonal:

· Factory instead of farming 

· By the 1820’s children worked in factories 

· Labor unions:

· Forbidden by law 

· Raise wages 

· Jacksonian democracy:

· Campaigned greater rights for the common man 

· President Van Buren:

· Laborers staged a 7 month strike for shortened working hours 

· Established 10 hour work day (1840)

· Commonwealth vs. Hunt:

· Supreme Court ruled that labor unions were not illegal 

· Only if methods were honorable and peaceful

· Impersonal relationships replaced the personal relationships that were once held between workers.

· Factory workers were forbidden by law to form labor unions to raise wages.  In the 1820s, many children were used as laborers in factories.  Jacksonian democracy brought about the voting rights of the laboring man.

· President Van Buren established the ten-hour work day in 1840 (for federal employees on public projects).

· Commonwealth vs. Hunt: Supreme Court ruled that labor unions were not illegal conspiracies, provided that their methods were honorable and peaceful.

· a person who works for a wage, especially with total and immediate dependency on the income derived from such labor

· In 1835 carpenters, masons, and stonecutters in Boston staged a seven-month strike in favor of a ten-hour day. 
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Chapter 14 Forging the National Economy Pages 294-306
Women in the Economy
· Women had important roles in factory production.

· Made butter, spun yarn, made soap, weaved cloth, made candles, and made cheese

· In New England, new factories were producing materials faster than by hand at home.

· Opportunities for women were scarce in these factories; Instead they were nurses and teachers.

· Catharine Beecher urged women to enter the teaching industry. (very influential person)

· In the home they were enshrined in a cult of domesticity- a glorified homemaker.

· Family size and birth rates dropped dramatically.

· Outlines of the modern family were created: small, affectionate, child centered, and a special talent area for the women.

Western Farmers Reap a Revolution in the Fields
· The Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois region was becoming the breadbasket of America.

· As the south was for land for cotton the west became for more land for corn and wheat.

· The Steel Plow (John Deere) didn’t have to be pulled by oxen as fragile wooden plows had to be, instead they were pulled by horses.

· The horse drawn McCormick's reaper (Cyrus McCormick) did the labor that once took 5 men to do.

Highways and Steamboats
· The roads they traveled were rocky and muddy. Horses would drown and the wagons would sink.

· In the 1720s a private company completed the Lancaster Turnpike in Pennsylvania. 

· It was a highway that went sixty-two miles westward from Philadelphia to Lancaster.

· When travelers would approach the toll sharp pikes would show up, when they paid the toll. 

· The Lancaster Turnpike was very successful. It brought in fifteen percent annual dividends to its stockholders 

· It attracted rich trade

· It stimulated western development 

· Western road building always had roadblocks.

· States’ righters who opposed federal aid to local projects.

· Eastern States protested against the western states bleeding out there population. 

· Westerners won when the government built the Cumberland road.

· This went from Baltimore to the Banks of the Mississippi River.

· Steamboat

· Robert Fulton installed a powerful steam engine known as the Clermont.

· The steamboat was successful because it could defy wind,wave,tide, and downstream current.

· Fulton changed all the navigable streams into two-way arteries.

· Passengers would pile on wood that would all too often make the boilers explode.

· The Sultana exploded in 1865 and killed seventeen hundred passengers.

Clinton’s Big Ditch in New York
· New Yorkers themselves dug the Erie Canal.

· The Canal’s conveniency dropped the cost of shipping a ton of grain from Buffalo to New York from $100 to $5 and the time of transit from 20 days to 6.

· The value of land around this area skyrocketed, cities blossomed, and industry in the state boomed.

· New profitability of farming in the Old Northwest attracted thousands of European immigrants.

· The transformations in the Northeast showed how long-established markets could be swamped by the emerging behemoth of a continental economy.

The Iron Horse
· Railroads became a main way of transportation of both people and goods.

· Railroads were fast and reliable and didn’t freeze over in the winters like waterways did.

· The brakes on trains were unreliable, and the sparks from such breaking could set fire to grass and hay.

Cables, Clippers, and Pony Riders
· A plan was organized to stretch a cable under the deep North Atlantic waters from Newfoundland to Ireland. (eventually went dead after 3 weeks)

· A heavier cable was later laid in 1866 permanently linking America and Europe.

· The Americans developed a new craft called clipper ships that could outrun any steamer.

· The Pony Express was established in 1860 to carry mail speedily the 2,000 miles from St.Joseph, MO, to Sacramento, CA.

· Lightweight riders would leap onto ponies and make the trip in a whopping 10 days.

The Transport Web Binds the Union
· Steamboats 

· Canals

· Railroads

· Trains

· Goods traveled faster and farther than ever before

· America’s Production became sectionalized The South: Cotton, The West: Grain and Livestock, and The East: Machines and Textiles

The Market Revolution
· The national economy became less focused on the survival of people into a surplus of good for intercontinental shipment

· Monopolies were easier to develop and maintain, while upcoming businesses struggled to survive

· Limited liability was a great insurance plan for investors in case of corporate bankruptcy 

· Both men and women became involved in the economy
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Reviving Religion
· Thomas Paine promoted the doctrines of Deism.  Deists relied on science rather than the Bible and they denied the divinity of Christ.  They did believe in a Supreme Being who had created a universe and endowed human beings with a capacity for moral behavior.

· Unitarianism was derived from Deism.  Unitarians believed that God existed in only one person, and not the Trinity.  It appealed to mostly intellectuals.

· The Second Great Awakening began in 1800. A wave of religious fervor swept over the country. Women became more involved in religion during the Second Great Awakening.

· Peter Cartwright: a revivalist, traveling preacher who converted thousands to Christianity.

· Charles Grandison Finney: one of the greatest revivalist preachers.

Denominational Diversity
· Western New York became known as the Burned-Over District 
· The Second Great Awakening widened the gap between the societal classes and regions. 
· The more prosperous and conservative denominations in the East were little touched by revivalism. 

· Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Unitarians derived its members from the wealthier parts of society (better educated levels of society), while Methodists and Baptists came from less prosperous communities in the South and West (less-learned communities).

· The issue of slavery split the churches apart.

· By 1857 the Presbyterians from the North and the South parted the way. 
A Desert Zion in Utah
· Joseph Smith: formed the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) in 1830 when he deciphered the Book of Mormon from some golden plates given to him by an angel; led the Mormons to Illinois.

· After Joseph Smith was killed 1844, Brigham Young led the Mormons to Utah to avoid persecution.

Free Schools for a Free People
· Tax-supported public education came about between 1825-1850. 

· Americans eventually saw they had to educate their children because the children were the future

· Laborers demanded education for their children  

· The teachers of the schools were mostly men who were  ill-trained, ill-tempered, and ill-paid  

· There were not very many schools in the U.S. because of their high costs to communities

· Horace Mann: campaigned effectively for  better schoolhouses, longer school terms, higher pay for teachers, and an expanded curriculum
· Noah Webster and Ohioan William H. McGuffey improved educational textbooks

Higher Goals for Higher Learning
· The first state-supported universities showed up in the South in 1795 

· The University of Virginia was founded by Thomas Jefferson who dedicated the university to freedom from religious or political shackles, and modern languages and the sciences received unusual emphasis
· Women's schools at the secondary level became came in the 1820s because of Emma Willard 

· At the time, it was still widely believed that a women's place is in the home

· Traveling lectures helped to carry learning to the masses through the lyceum lecture associations- provided platforms for speakers in such areas as science, literature, and moral philosophy to appreciative audiences
· Magazines flourished though they had a short life

An Age of Reform
· There new reform campaigns  were the driving forces for religious revival and a rapid growth for the market economy. 

· States gradually abolished debtors' prisons due to public demand.  

· Criminal codes in the states were being softened.  The number of capital offenses were being reduced.  

· Society began to think that prisons should reform as well as punish.

· Dorothy Dix: A New England teacher-author, (1802-1887) had a message against the cruelties of asylums and the other mental institutions. She wrote a petition in 1828 to the Massachusetts  legislature and changed their views on the mentally ill 

· In 1828, the American Peace Society was formed. It was created to promote international peace through justice. It was led by William Ladd. 

Demon Rum - The "Old Deluder"
· In the early 1800s, many people developed drinking problems due to social norms and hard/monotonous life (such as women, clergymen, and members of Congress.)

· The American Temperance Society was formed in 1826. This society's main purpose was to prevent the overuse of drinking. 

· Drinking affected work effectiveness and the structure of many families.

· Neal S. Dow: Main supporter of the idea of alcohol getting outlawed; "Father of Prohibition"; supported the Maine Law of 1851 which banned the manufacture and sale of liquor in Maine.  (The country banned the sale of alcohol with the 18th amendment in 1918.)

· Dow triggered the Portland Rum Riot of 1855 by hiding liquor in the city hall.

· The most popular anti-alcohol tract of the era was T.S Arthur's melodramatic novel, Ten Nights in a Barroom and What I Saw There (1854).
Women in Revolt
· In the early 19th century, the role of women was to stay at home and be subordinate to her husband.  

· Women could not vote and when married, she could not retain her property.  Because of these things, women eventually started to avoid marriage.

· Gender differences were emphasized in the 19th century because the market economy was separating women and men into distinct economic roles (women were viewed as artistic and the keepers of society's conscience, while men were viewed as strong but crude).

· Feminists met at Seneca Falls, New York in a Woman's Rights Convention in 1848 to rewrite the Declaration of Independence to include women.
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Wilderness Utopians (Avery McKinney)
· Bolstered by the utopian spirit of the age, various reformers set up more than forty communities of a cooperative, communistic, or “communitarian” nature

· Robert Owen founded New Harmony, Indiana in 1825 seeking a place for human betterment. Colony sank into morass of contradiction and confusion

· Brook Farm established where the developed the concept of “plain living and high thinking”committed to the philosophy of transcendentalism; the venture collapsed in debt after a building burned. Inspired Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novel, The Bilthedale Romance. 
· A more radical experiment, the Onedia Community practiced free love, birth control and the selection of parents to produce superior offspring 
· There were many communists experiments but virtually all of them failed
· Shakers were founded in England and were brought to America by Mother Ann Lee around the 1840s. Due to their monastic customs that prohibited both marriage and sexual relations, they were virtually extinct since 1940 
The Dawn of Scientific Achievement (Paige Thomas)
· Americans were interested in basic gadgets rather than revolutionary sciences.

· The country borrowed ideas and technologies from Europe, but the republic held some great scientists as well. 

· Professor Benjamin Silliman was a pioneer chemist who taught at Yale. He was on of the first science educators in the nation and the first person in America to distill petroleum. 

· Professor Louis Agassiz was a french-swiss immigrant who studied biology at Harvard for 25 years. He was also a geologist who contributed to the findings of earth's natural history. 

· Professor Asa Gray, who was nicknamed the Columbus of American botany, studied at Harvard and eventually wrote 350 book, monographs, and papers. He is considered the most important botanist of the 19th century. 

· John J. Audubon was a recognizable bird lover and studier. He moved to america in 1803 where he studied, hunted, and drew birds in Pennsylvania. He conducted the first experiment on Eastern Phoebes by tying string to their legs and found that birds return to their same nest every year. The Audubon Society for the protection of birds was named after him. 

· Medicine in America was still primitive by modern standards. Many disease like smallpox, yellow fever, and malaria ran rampant throughout the country. These illnesses came from numerous causes such as improper diet, hurried eating, perspiring and cooling off too rapidly, and ignorance of germs and sanitation. Life expectancy was considerably short, only 40 years for a white person and even less for a black person. 

· Self-prescribed medicines were very common. Fad diets were popular as well; home remedies included the rubbing of tumors with dead toads. People often avoided the doctor due to the fact that surgical operations were extremely risky. Patients were continually tied down during procedures. 

· Real medical progress finally came in 1840 when doctors and dentists created laughing gas and other anaesthetics for patients. 

Artistic Achievements (Taylor)
· Architecturally, America chose to mimic the Old World styles instead of creating their own indigenous ones

· Early national builders had a Federalist Style

· Between 1820 and 1850 Greek Revival was stimulated
· Thomas Jefferson’s home rose as the most stately mansion in the nation and was an iconic example of Andrea Palladio’s style.
· Early painting in America struggled to find a distinct national style
· The Hudson River School of the 1820s and 1830s specialized in pastoral mirrorings of local landscapes
· By midcentury music of rhythmic “Darky” tunes were made popular by whites 
· Minstrel Shows were when white actors would paint their faces black playing stock plantation characters 
The Blossoming of a National Literature (Ethan Carter)
· British writers and critics laughed and mocked American literature in the early 1800s

· Romanticism became popular and many writers grabbed on to the popular trend and spread it through America

· Washington Irving was the first American to receive national recognition for his literary achievements

· James Fenimore Cooper was the first American novelist

· Through many famous writers and literary pioneers, America finally had the chance to put its literature in the world’s view 

Trumpeters of Transcendentalism (Ellie)
· Transcendentalism- an idealistic philosophical and social movement that developed in New England around 1836 in reaction to rationalism. Influenced by romanticism, Platonism, and Kantian philosophy, it taught that divinity pervades all nature and humanity, and its members held progressive views on feminism and communal living.

· Golden age in American literature

· Ralph Waldo Emerson- American essayist, lecturer, and poet

· Henry David Thoreau- American essayist, poet, philosopher, abolitionist, naturalist, tax resister, development critic, surveyor, and historian

· Walt Whitman- Highly romantic, emotional, and unconventional writer, he dispensed with titles, stanzas, rhymes, and at times even regular meter

Glowing Literary Lights (Jennifer)
· Some writers weren’t directly associated with the transcendentalist movement, but not completely immune to its influences

· Professor Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s wide knowledge of European literature supplied him with many themes, but some of his most admired poems—“Evangeline,” “The Song of Hiawatha” and “The Courtship of Miles Standish”—were based on American traditions.

· John Greenleaf Whittier spoke out against inhumanity, injustice and intolerance against “the outworn rite, the old abuse, the pious fraud transparent grown.” He was unfazed by insults thrown his way.

· Professor James Russell Lowell was  a distinguished essayist, literary critic, editor, and diplomat. He was associated with the Fireside Poets, a group of New England writers who were among the first American poets that rivaled the popularity of British poets. He is known for his series Biglow Papers.
· Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes taught anatomy at Harvard Medical School and was a prominent poet, essayist, novelist, lecturer, He was a nonconformist and a conversationalist.

· Louis May Alcott and Emily Dickinson were both female writers of the time from New England. They remain popular today.

Literary Individuals and Dissenters (Karoline)
· Not all writers in these years believed so keenly in human goodness and social progress 

· Edgar Allen Poe was orphaned as a child and married as a child at 13.

· Poe was obsessed with horror and ghastly things

· He saw the bad in people and brought it out in his writings

· Nathaniel Hawthorne wrote, The Scarlet Letter, which chronicles the psychological effects of sin on the guilty heroine and her secret lover, the father of her baby, a minister of the gospel in Puritan Boston

· Herman Melville, an orphaned and ill-educated New Yorker, went to sea as a youth and served eighteen months on a whaler

· He wrote Moby Dick, which was not that popular due to the complex allegory of good and evil

Portrayers of the Past (Karoline)
· George Bancroft, who as secretary of the navy helped found the Naval Academy at Annapolis in 1845, has deservedly received the title “Father of American History”—he published a history of the United States to 1789 in 6 volumes

· William H. Prescott published classic accounts of the conquest of Mexico and Peru

· Francis Parkman, penned a brilliant series of volumes beginning in 1851; in epic style he chronicled the struggle between France and Britain for mastery of North America

· Boston area provided well-stocked libraries and a stimulating literary tradition

